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TOWN OFFICERS 


Moderator James F’. Leonard 
Clerk W. W. Eastman 
Selectmen John Boutin, L. A. Collins 
Treasurer James F.. Leonard 
Collector Floyd J. Hutchins 
Supervisors, F. J. Hutchins, V. A. Brooks, H. H. Elliott 
Sexton Charles C. Tyler 
Road Agents, A. U. Mardin and E. T. Page 


Surveyors of Wood and Lumber 
W. W. Eastman, G. N. Belyea. 


Library Trustees W. W. Eastman, J. F. Leonard 


School Board 
J. F. Leonard, I. E. Elliott, Mrs. E. J. Yeaton. 


Auditor W. J. Yeaton. 
Constable N. Burke 
Fence Viewers V. A. Brooks, K. L. House 
Librarian | W. W. Eastman 
Poundkeeper | John E. Cox. 


TOWN WARRANT 


State of New Hampshire 


To the Inhabitants of the Town of Benton, in the Coun- 
ty of Grafton in said State, qualified to vote in 
Town Affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall 
in said Benton, on the twelfth day of March next at 
ten of the clock in the forenoon to act upon the follow- 
ing subjects: 

Article 1. To choose a Town Clerk for the ensu- 
ing year. 

Article 2. To hear the reports of Agents, Audi- 
tors, Committees and Officers heretofore chosen and 
pass any vote relating thereto. 


Article 8. To choose one Selectman for three 
years. 


Article 4. To choose one Selectman for two 
years. 


Article 5. To choose one or more Highway 
Agents for the ensuing year, not to exceed three. 


Article 6. To choose one Library Trustee for 
three years. 


Article 7. To choose one Trustee of the Trust 
Funds for three years. 


Article 8. To choose a Town Treasurer for the 
ensuing year. 


Article 9. To choose a Tax Collector for the en- 
suing year. 


Article 10. To choose an Auditor for the ensuing 
year. 


Article 11. To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for repairing of highways and bridges 
for the ensuing year. 


Article 12. To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for State Aid maintenance for the ensu- 
ing year. 


Article 13. To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for State Aid construction for the ensuing 
year. 


Article 14. To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for Trunk Line maintenance for the en- 
suing year. 


Article 15. To see what sums of money the Town 
will vote to raise to pay on debt and interest. 


Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to keep 
the roads open in winter for automobiles and if so vot- 
ed, to raise such sums of money as may be necessary 
for same. 


Article 17. To raise such a sum of money as may 
be necessary for Memorial Day. 


Article 18. To raise such sums of money as may 
be necessary for other Town charges for the ensuing 
year. 


Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to au- 
thorize the Selectmen to borrow money on the credit 
of the Town until such a time as the taxes may be col- 
lected. 


Article 20. To see how much money the Town 
will vote to raise to fight White Pine blister. 
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Article 21. To choose all other Town Officers and 
transact all other business that may properly come 
before the meeting. 


Given under our hands and seal this sixteenth day 
of February 1929. 
JOHN BOUTIN, 
L. A. COLLINS, 
Selectmen of Benton, N. H. 


A True Copy. Attest: 
JOHN BOUTIN, 
L. A. COLLINS, 
Selectmen of Benton, N. H. 


BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON 


Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the 
ensuing year, Jan. 31, 1929 to Feb. 1, 19380. Compared 
with actual Revenue and Expenditures of the previous 
year, Jan. 31, 1928 to Feb. 1, 1929. 


Actual Estimated 


Sources of Revenue Revenue Revenue 
1928 1929 
From State : 
Railroad Tax » AY 28%$ *,.47 28 
Savings Bank Tax 56 47 56 47 


For Highways: | 
(a) State Aid maintenance 153 138 160 00 
(b) Trunk Line maintenance 278 65 300 00 


Interest and Dividend Tax 8 O01 8 O01 
Revenue Applicable only to New Construction and Im- 
provements: 
From State: 
(a) For State Aid Highway 
Construction 488 68 488 68 
Amount Raised by Issue of ! 
Bonds or Notes: 2,000 00 2,000 00 
Revenue Which Must Be Paid to Other Governmental 
Divisions: 
State Tax 523 05 523 05 
County Tax 455 84 455 84 
School 1,616 09 1,400 00 


Total Revenues from all Sources 
Except Property Taxes 5,627 20 5,439 33 


Poll Tax 86 @ $2.00 172 00 172 00 
Amount Raised by Property 

Taxes 5,477 18 (5,477 18 

Total Revenues $11,276 38 $11,088 51 


Purposes of Expenditures 


Actual Estimated 
Expend. Expend. 
Previous Ensuing 


Year Year 
1928 1929 
General Government: 
Town Officers’ Salaries $ 272 25 §$ 250 00 
Town Officers’ Expenses 227 57 150 00 
Election & Registration Exp. 56 50 10 00 
Care and Supplies for Town Hall 38 78 40 00 
Bounties —. 55 80 
Health: 
Health Department 10 00 
Vital Statistics 10 75 10 00 
Highways and Bridges: 
State Aid Maintenance 
State’s Contribution 158 13 153 00 
Town’s Contribution 314 44 467 57 
Trunk Line Maintenance 
State’s Contribution 278 65 278 65 
Town’s Contribution 1,338 88 800 00 
Town Maintenance 932 92 700 00 
Town Flood Damage 5,813 59 
Libraries 12 00 12 00 
Memorial Day and other cele- | opt 
brations . 23 00 15 00 


Cemeteries 90 50 10 00 
Interest: 


On Temporary Loans 55 76 50 00 
On Long Term Notes 131 94 100 00 


Outlay for New Construction and Permanent Improve- 
ments: 


Highways and Bridges 


State Aid Construction 
State’s Contribution 488 68 488 68 
Town’s Contribution 399 32 399 32 
State Aid Maint., Flood Acct. 2,142 15 


Indebtedness: 


Payment on principal of Debt 
(a) Anticipation of taxes 2,000 00 


(b) Long Term Notes 500 00 500 00 
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions: 

State Taxes 523 05 523 05 

County Taxes 455 84 455 84 


Payments to School Districts 863 91 1,400 00 


Total Expenditures $17,189 41 $6,813 11 


INVENTORY 


Town of Benton 


Land and Buildings $210,635 50 
Horses, 30 4,050 00 
Oxen, 2 150 00 
Cows, 127 12,105 00 
Neat Stock, 38 1,645 00 
Sheep, 1 10 00 
Portable Mills, 3 1,300 00 
Lumber Sawed 4,216 00 
Gasoline Pumps, 1 250 00 
Fowls, 489 489 00 

154 00 


Polls, 77 @ $2.00 


Total, exclusive of Soldiers’ exemptions $234,850 


Average rate per cent of taxation for all pur- 


poses 
Amount committed to collector 


2 
$5,649 


50 


52 
18 


JOHN BOUTIN, 
VICTOR BROOKS, 


Selectmen of Benton. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


Of the Town of Benton in Grafton County for the fis- 


cal year ending January 31, 1929 


ASSETS 
Cash on hand $1,651 
Due from State: 
(b) Bounties 10 


(c) Money advanced , flood damage account 52 


Taxes not collected: 


(a) Levy of 1928 70 
Total Assets $1,785 
Excess of liabilities over assets (net debt) 1,108 
Net debt, January 31,1928 ‘$1,632 51 
Net debt, January 31, 1929 1,108 35 
Decrease of debt, 024 16 
Debt created for Trunk Line Bridge 1927 
LIABILITIES 


Accounts Owed by the Town: 
Due to School Districts: 


(a) Dog licenses $49 
(b) Forest Reserve 75 
(c) Trust Funds 92 
State and Town Joint Highway Accounts: 
Balance of Town Appropriation 677 
Long Term Notes Outstanding: 
Trunk Line Bridge, So. Benton 2,000 
Total Liabilities $2,893 
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RECEIPTS 
From Local Taxes: 
Committed to Collector, 1928 $5,549 18 


Less uncollected, 1928 70 70 
Property taxes collected 5,477 18 
Poll taxes collected @ $2.00 172 00 
Total of above collections $5,649 
From State: 
State Aid maintenance 153 
State Aid construction 488 
Trunk Line maintenance 278 
Flood Damage 1,929 
Interest and dividend tax 8 
Railroad tax 47 
Savings Bank tax 56 
Abatement State tax 596 
Bounties 45 
From Local Sources, except taxes: 
Dog licenses 49 
Interest received on taxes 5 
Income from trust funds 259 
Permits for the registration of motor 
vehicles Zit 
National forest reserve 325 
Total Current Receipts Revenue: $16,164 
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue: 
Temporary loans in anticipation of taxes 
during year $2,000 
Election filing fees 5 
Total Receipts Other Than Current Revenue $2,000 
Total Receipts From All Sources $18,169 
Cash on hand February 1, 1928 671 
Grand Total $18,841 


12 


18 


13 
68 
65 
29 
Ol 
28 
ie 
20 
80 


10 
96 
77 


01 
od, 


44 
00 
00 
05 
Ad 
87 


31 


PAYMENTS 
Current Maintenance Expenses: 
General Government: 
Town Officers’ salaries $272 25 
Town Officers’ expenses Zaieeo & 
Election and registration expenses 56 50 
Expenses town hall and other 
town buildings 38 78 
Protection of Persons and Property: 


Bounties 
Health: 


Health Department 
Vital Statistics 


Highways and Bridges: 


State Aid maintenance 467 57 
Trunk Line maintenance 1,617 53 
Town maintenance 932 92 
Town Road, flood damage 5,813 59 

Libraries 

Memorial Day exercises 

Cemeteries 


Total Current Maintenance Expenses 


Interest: 
Paid on temporary loans in 
anticipation of taxes 55 76 
Paid on long term notes 131 94 


Total Interest Payments 


595 10 


55 80 


10 00 
10 75 


8,831 61 
12 00 
23 00 
90 59 


$9,628 76 


187 70 


Outlay for New Construction and Permanent Improve- 


ments: 


Highways and Bridges: 
State Aid construction 
State Aid maintenance, flood 


13 


888 00 
2,142 15 


Indebtedness: 
Payments on temporary loans 


in anticipation of taxes 2,000 00 
Payment on long term notes 500 00 
Total Indebtedness Payments 2,500 
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions: 
Taxes paid to State 523 05 
Taxes paid to County 455 84 


Payments to School Districts 863 91 
Total Payments to Other Governmental 


Divisions $1,842 
Total Payments for all Purposes $17,189 
Cash on hand January 31, 1929 1,651 

Grand Total $18,841 


SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $2,000 
Furniture and Equipment 200 
Libraries, Lands and Buildings 200 
Furniture and Equipment 50 
Highway Department, Equipment 200 
Schools, Lands and Buildings 
Including Equipment 1,800 
Total $4,450 


14 


00 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


RECEIPTS 
From 1928 taxes $5,649 
From Bank loans 2,000 
From the State: 
Account of Flood Damage $7,929 29 
Account of State Aid const. 488 68 
Account of State Aid maint. 153° 138 
Account of Trunk Line maint. 278 65 
Account of Abatement State Tax 596 20 
Account of Railroad Tax 47 28 
Account of Savings Bank Tax sen VE 
Account of Interest and Dividends 8 01 
Account of Bounties repaid 45 80 
Total from State $9,603 
From interest on Trust Funds 259 
From Forest Reserve, year 1927-28 325 
From Local sources other than taxes 351 
Balance in Treasury Feb. Ist. 1928 671 
Total from all sources $18,841 
Selectmen’s orders paid 17,189 
Balance in Treasury . $1,651 


18 
00 


51 
17 
91 
07 
87 


31 
Al 


90 


Of the balance in the Treasury $893.43 is due the 


School District. 


During the year $500.00 of the indebtedness has 
been paid. The debt of the Town now amounts to 
$2,000.00, this consists of one note held by the Woods- 
ville Guaranty Savings Bank bearing interest at the 


rate of 5 per cent. 
JAMES F. LEONARD, 


Treasurer. 


15 


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 


Report of Dog Licenses issued in 1928: 


4 Females $17 10 
16 Males 32 00 
Total $49 10 


WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, Town Clerk. 


LIBRARY REPORT 


Books in Library 300 
Books in Circulation 125 
Received from George Martin “Farm and Fireside” for 
the last two years. 


WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, Librarian 


Financial Report Town Library 


Cash on hand $52 62 
Due from town amount raised in 1926, 1927 and 1928 
not drawn. 


WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, 
JAMES F. LEONARD, 
Trustees. 
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ROAD AGENT’S REPORT 


Month of April, 1928: 
. U. Mardin, 2 days and 2 hours $ 
. A. Mardin, 1% day 
U. Mardin, 1 day and 8 hours 
U. Mardin and team, 1 day 
A. Mardin, 114 days 
A. Mardin, 8 hours 
. A. Collins, 14 day 
. A. Collins, 1 day 
F. J. Hutchins, 1 day 
John Boutin, 14 day 


ES Bt > > Bt b 
EK WwWwWHwmidnara 


Total month of April | $42 


Month of May: 
A. U. Mardin and team, 3 days $21 
J. E. Cox and team, 3 days 
F. J. Hutchins, 3 days 
L. A. Collins, 3 days 
K. L. Howe, 1 day 
John Boutin, 1 day 
L. A. Collins, 1 day 
V. A. Brooks, 1 day 
A. U. Mardin, 1 day 
John Boutin, 1 day 
A. U. Mardin 
Joe Boutin, 2 days 1 
John Boutin, 1 day 


i) 
ped 


bt pet 
(SCP (em pele) 


OT el) 


Total Month of May $103 


Month of August: 
A. U. Mardin, 3 days $21 
E. Nelson, 2 days fi 
E. L. Morse, 1 day 3 
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73 
75 
62 
00 
25 
12 
75 
50 
50 
75 
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00 
00 
50 
50 
50 
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50 
00 
50 


00 


00 
00 
50 


L. A. Collins, 14 day 
Mrs. S. H. Dexter, 16 loads gravel @ $.15 
J. F. Leonard, 15 loads gravel @ $.15 


Total Month of August 


Month of September: 
. U. Mardin, 1144 days 
. U. Mardin and team, 1 day 
. A. Mardin, 1144 days 
A. Collins, 14 day 
. L. Howe, 1 day 
. L. Morse, 1 day 
J. Hutchins, 1 day 
. U. Mardin, 4 days 
Cox, 4 days 
uck and man, 2 days 
. A. Collins, 2 days 
. U. Mardin and team, 4 days 
. U. Mardin, 1 day 
. E. Cox and team 8 days and 4 hours 
. M. Tewksbury and team, 4 days 
. A. Collins, 3 days 
H. Rines, 2 days 
B. Cox, 4 days 
C. Hill, 2 days 
John Boutin, truck 
Gravel 


HO >in noe > > 


ss 
Ki 


vo > PS 


E? 


Total Month of September 


Month of October: 


Ira EK. Elliott and truck, 4 days 
A. U. Mardin and team, 7 days 
R. Dexter, 614 days 

R. Dexter and team, 2 days 

C. C. Hill, 9 days 

L. A. Collins, 2 days 


18 


25 
15 


59 


Gravel, 55 loads @ $.15 8 25 


A. U. Mardin, 6 days | 42, 00 
EK. A. Mardin, 1 day 3 50 
R. Dexter and team 214 days 17 50 
C. C. Hill, 7 days 24 50 
Ira Elliott and truck, 1 day 12 00 
E. L. Morse, lumber 5 00 
E. L. Morse, 2 days 7 00 
34 loads gravel @ $.15 5 10 
Total Month of October $297 10 
Month of November: 
A. U. Mardin, 6 days $21 00 
C. C. Hill, 6 days ) 21 00 
EK. A. Mardin and team, 1 day 7 00 
John Boutin and truck, 42 50 
Gravel 3 45 
John Boutin and truck, 2 days 24 00 
C.-C. Hill, I day 3 50 
L. A. Collins, 1 day 3 50 
60 loads gravel 9 00 
Total Month of November of $134 95 


A. U. MARDIN, Road Agent, 1928. 


JOHN BOUTIN, 
L. A. COLLINS, 
Selectmen of Benton. 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT 


I have examined the accounts of the Selectmen, 
Town Clerk, Treasurer, Tax Collector, and Trustees of 
the Trust Funds and find them correctly cast and 
properly vouched. There remain in the hands of the 
Treasurer as February 1st, 1929 the sum of $1,651.90. 


WALTER J. YEATON, 
Auditor. 
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SCHOOL BOARD’S BUDGET FOR 1929-1930 


School Board’s statement of amounts required to 
support public schools and meet other statutory obliga- 
tions of the district for the fiscal year beginning July 


te t929. 


Detailed Statement of Expenditures 


Support of Schools: 


Teachers’ salaries $900 00 
Text books 25 00 
Scholars’ supplies 20 00 
Flags and Appurtenances 5 00 
Janitor service 40 00 
Fuel 40 00 
Water, light, janitors’ supplies 20 00 
Health supervision 216 00 
Minor repairs and expenses 20 00 


Payment of elementary tuitions 288 00 


Other Statutory Requirements: 


Salaries of district officers 33 00 
Payment of tuitions in high 

| schools and academies 192 00 
Superintendent’s excess salary 70 00 


Per Capita tax 50 00 


Total amount required to meet 
School Board’s budget 


Estimated Income of District 


Balance June 30, 1929 $25 00 
Dog Tax 45 00 
Income from Trust Funds 93 00 
State Aid due Dec. 1928 191 41 
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$1,574 00 


$ 345 00 


$1,919 09 


Elementary school tuition receipts 72 00 
Forest Reserve | 50 00 
State Aid adjustment due Jan. 1929 192 66 


Total estimated income( not raised 


by taxation) | $669 07 
Assessment required to balance School 
Board’s budget $1,249 93 


JAMES F. LEONARD, 
IRA E. ELLIOTT, 
MRS, EDITH J. YEATON, 


School Board. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


Financial report of Benton School District for the 
last fiscal year, ending June 30, 1928. 


RECEIPTS 


From the state: 

National Forest Reserve $87 91 
From taxation: 

For support elementary schools 1,316 00 


For officers’ salaries 30 00 
Superitendent’s excess salary 70 00 
Per capita tax 54 00 
—_———— $1,470 00 
From other sources: 
Dog licenses 51 00 
Elementary school tuitions 36 00 
Income from local trust funds 102 50 
$189 50 
Total receipts from all sources $1,747 41 
Cash on hand, July 1, 1927 14 99 
Grand Total $1,762 40 
PAYMENTS 
Salaries of district officers $31 00 
Superintendent’s excess salary 70 00 
Expenses of administration 25 36 
Teachers’ salary 792 00 
Text books 10 76 
Scholars’ supplies 19 30 
Janitor’s salary 42, 00 
Fuel 45 00 
Janitor’s supplies 80 
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Health supervision 
Transportation of pupils 
Elementary school tuition 
Per capita tax 


Total Payments for all purposes 
Cash on hand, June 30, 1928 


Grand Total 


25 


23 64 


210 00 
353 00 
54 00 


$1,676 86 
85 54 


$1,762 40 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


To the School Board and Citizens of Benton School 
District: 


There is little new to report relative to school af- 
fairs. Like any other well ordered business schools in 
the main run on year after year smoothly and systema- 
tically. Changes in numbers, in personnel, in require- 
ments, and in results will necessarily occur but the fun- 
damental objectives of education remain, i. e., the ac- 
quisition of such tools of knowledge as are needed in 
the every day affairs of life; the development in the 
child of an appreciation of the world in which he lives; 
and the inculcation of such traits, habits, and attitudes 
as a high type citizen must possess. 


As last year there are 15 pupils registered at the 
Street and 5 at East Haverhill. At Glencliff 7 pupils 
have been enrolled but some of these are transients, so 
that the average for the year will probably be 3 or 4. 


The record for attendance for the school year of 
1928-29 was not as satisfactory as for the previous 
year. The per cent of attendance was 93.5 with 6 days 
lost because of storms, holidays and institutes. The 
number of tardinesses, however dropped from 34 to 17. 
Most tardinesses are unnecessary and indicate usually 
carelessness and indifference, two very undesirable 
traits of character to cultivate. 


The teacher this year, Miss Narda D. Anti, is a 
graduate of the Keene Normal School and her success 
proves the value of definite and adequate professional 
training for those who would teach. Such teachers and 
such teaching should from now on in New Hampshire 
be the rule and not the exception. 
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The final disposal of the school house on Benton 
Flats leaves in town only one of the half a dozen or 
more school houses which some of us older Bentonites 
remember, filled with promising children and the center 
of a contented and prosperous community life. Like 
many another rural town Benton has suffered from 
the march of progress. Will the tide ever turn? 


Respectfully submitted, 
NORMAN J. PAGE. 
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BENTON BIRTH RECORD 


Austin Joseph Bourassa, born May 25 to Aima J. 
Bourassa, laborer, white, 23; and Delarna E. Koulinen, 
26. 

Robert Owen Elliott, born December 23 to John G. 
Elliott, laborer, white; and Mildred Alice Ball. 


I hereby certify that the above return is correct ac- 
cording to the best of my belief and knowledge. 


WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, Town Clerk. 


BENTON MARRIAGE RECORD 


Charles M. Belyea of Benton, 23, and Alberta Har- 
riman of Northfield, 23, married by C. L. Carter, clergy- 
man, Warren, N. H., Sept. 29, 1928. Groom’s parents, 
G. A. Belyea and Jennie M. Moses. Bride’s parents, 
Henry Harriman and Ida M. Hall. Groom carpenter, 
bride housewife. 


I hereby certify that the above return is correct ac- 
cording to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, Town Clerk.. 


BENTON DEATH RECORD 


Edward Soothen, died Jan. 2 at State Sanitorium. 
Interment at Ispwich, Mass. | 

David Holland, died Apr. 10 at State Sanitorum. 
Interment at Portsmouth, N. H. 
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Edith Sanders, died July 28 at State Sanitorium. 
Interment at Concord, N. H. 

Carl W. Nelson, died June 19 at State Senitorium: 
Interment at Hooksett, N. H. 

Clara Emily Dexter, died July 19, at State Sanitor- 
ium. Interment at Wilmat, N. H. 

Lizzie R. Clark, died Aug. 8. Interment at Jefferson, 
Ne. 

Caroline Sopel, died Aug. 18 at State Sanitorium. 
Interment at Newmarket, N. H. 

Ellen Jeanett Pinard, died Sept. 2 at State Sanitor- 
ium. Interment at Wilmot, N. H. 

Yvonne Parquetta, died Oct. 23 at State Sanitorium. 
Interment at Claremont, N. H. 

Stanley Syrek, died December 20 at State Sanitor- 
ium. Interment at Manchester, N. H. 

Caroline Bufford, died August 27 at State Sanitor- 
ium. Interment at Manchester, N. H. 

George Athanasion, died October 21 at State Sanitor- 
ium. Interment at Manchester, N. H. | 

Lebina H. Parker, died Nov. 13 at Warren. Inter- 
ment in Benton, N. H. 


I hereby certify that the above return is correct ac- 
cording to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


WILLIAM W. EASTMAN, Town Clerk. 
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